36	THE   GREAT   REHEARSAL
almost a perverse, will to preserve the Confederation substantially
as it was, with New Jersey still a state with an equal voice in
Confederation affairs.
Governor Livingston for some reason took little part In the
debates. He seemed to Pierce of Georgia "rather to indulge a
sportiveness of wit; than a strength of thinking." The leadership
fell to Paterson, who chose to be guided by the strictest obedience
to the delegation's instructions from their legislature.
Though New York was not so populous as Virginia, Massachu-
setts., Pennsylvania, or North Carolina, it expected to surpass
them all in time. A large part of its present territory had been
held, down to the Revolution^ by the Six Nations of the Iroquois.
The state still was hardly settled outside of New York City, the
New York islands, strips nowhere more than a single county wide
on either side o£ the Hudson and along Lake Ticonderoga, and
narrower strips along tie lower Mohawk. But the rich unsettled
interior, and those inland v%a.terway$ leading to and from the
great port at the mouth of the Hudson, made New York confident
of its future. If it did not take its stand with the other large states,
this was for special local reasons. Its chief city and the adjacent
islands had been occupied by the British during seven years of
the war. Many of the inhabitants had been pro-British. After-
ward, the victorious patriots were vengefully, fiercely eager to
restore their state to an independent footing.
George Clinton, governor during the war and for a dozen years
after, was convinced that New York would lose more than it
could gain by a closer union with the other states. It laid duties
on imported goods and collected them for itself. Since many of
the goods imported for use in New Jersey, Connecticut, western
Massachusetts, and Vermont had, to come in through New York
harbor, New York enjoyed a handsome revenue at the expense of
its neighbors, and did not wish to lose the revenue by putting
all imposts in the hands of Congress. Moreover, Clinton had
built up such a system of patronage in New York, with such a
political machine, that the state was virtually his barony. Neither
he nor his henchmen could be friendly to any change in the Con-
federation which would reduce their consequence and per-
quisites. Better be first in New York than anything less than first
in the union. The legislature, under the influence of Clinton, had
dbosen two delegates—Yates and Lansing—who could be counted

